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BOSNIA AND HERZEGOVINA
PROGRESS REPORT

on recent developments regarding S&T cooperation in/with the WBC
(July 2010 - October 2010)
1 Policy actions
Ministry of Civil Affairs in September opened the second Call aimed at supporting the projects and researchers in Bosnia and Herzegovina for preparation of projects within the FP7.  
Under IPA National Programme 2009, the activities to strengthen the capacities of three research and innovation centres (in Banja Luka, Mostar and Zenica) are in place. The main emphasis of this technical assistance is to develop the capacities of the centres to conduct feasibility studies in the areas of RTDI; capacity building activities, and purchasing equipment the centres need for carrying out their activities. 
Entities governments: 

The Ministry of Science and Technology of Republika Srpska (MST RS) : 
· launched a new programme “Building competences of junior researchers for STI work” and opened a call for financing project proposals within this category. 
· open the calls for financing few additional programmes: reimbursement of master's and doctoral degree fees; employment of young researchers, financing STI projects.    
· have made a rating list of domestic scientific journals and developed criteria for classification of the journals
Federation BiH Ministry of Education and Science (FBiH MES) continued to provide financial assistance for the following: 
· publishing of scientific books and university textbooks 
· publishing of magazines (both scientific and magazines for popularization of science) 

· organization of scientific conferences 

· organization of professional conferences
· support to technical culture and innovation

· promotion of scientific work 
· procurement of foreign scientific journals
· financing the access to the international data base 
2 Legislative initiatives - development of the legal and strategic framework
Several legal documents which will serve as guidance and provide standards for development of harmonized legislation in the country are in the preparatory phase at Ministry of civil affairs. The documents deal with: the classification of scientific fields; the criteria for scientific positions at public and private research institutions, and with the requirements for establishing scientific organizations. 
3 Important events, meetings, training activities, etc.
Ministry of Civil Affairs of Bosnia and Herzegovina jointly with the Directorate for European Integration organised a one-day seminar in Sarajevo on 14 October 2010, on the topic “Community Programmes FP7 and COST – Spain’s Experience”. Seminar lecturers, employees of Spain’s Ministry of Science and Innovation, presented the COST Programme and shared with the 60 seminar participants their experience and information on preparation of project fiches, on project management and project implementation within the FP7 Programme.
Ministry of Civil Affairs together with the University of Eastern Sarajevo organized FP7 Info day on Food, Agriculture and Fisheries, and Biotechnology on 24th September 2010.
The Ministry of Science and Technology of Republika Srpska in October organized FP7 info days dedicated to FP7-SEC-2011-1 and FP7-SME-2011 calls. 
In the scope of the EC project “Capacity building and institutional strengthening of science and research in Bosnia and Herzegovina” a number of regional training courses in Tuzla, Banja Luka, Bihac, Mostar, Sarajevo and Zenica were organized this summer. The training courses included: 

· thematic training sessions and workshops

· ad-hoc training sessions

· development of manuals and on-line supporting materials

The training course targeted complex subjects such as complexity of the national system of innovation, the role of statistical activities in fact-based policy making, and the opportunities for researchers in the ERA.
In the framework of the same project in Sarajevo was organised International R&D Financing Conference. The conference welcomed participants from the academic sector, government, and international experts with the aim to facilitate dialogue on R&D financing between politicians, universities and the private sector and the main international donors and organisations in the country. 

4 Development of international cooperation and actions on integration into ERA
In August 2010 Bosnia and Herzegovina’s country Profile as well as a mapping of STI policy and research capacities available in BiH was published at the European Commission's information platform on European, national and regional research systems and policies – ERAWATCH( http://cordis.europa.eu/erawatch/). 

The country profile presents an overview of the research system in Bosnia and Herzegovina describing the main elements of the country’s national and the regional research system, the main stakeholders, current research policy issues and anticipated policy developments. 
5 Statistics - major changes / updates of relevant statistical data

The EC project (“Capacity building and institutional strengthening of science and research in Bosnia and Herzegovina”), developed a ”Manual on STI statistics in BiH” for the Ministry of Civil Affairs. This manual also serves to the statistical agencies to plan their activities for STI field. 
� The progress reports are collected in preparation of the meetings of the Steering Platform on Research for the Western Balkan Countries and will be provided for download from the WBC-INCO.Net homepage (� HYPERLINK "http://www.wbc-inco.net" ��www.wbc-inco.net�) about one week before the meeting takes place. Therefore please submit your report to � HYPERLINK "mailto:heribert.buchbauer@bmwf.gv.at" ��heribert.buchbauer@bmwf.gv.at� by October 25, 2010.
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