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Task Force Fostering and Building Human Capital (TFBHC)
of the Regional Cooperation Council (RCC)

PROGRESS REPORT

on recent developments regarding S&T cooperation in/with the WBC
(June 2010 – November 2010)
1 Policy actions
-
2 Legislative initiatives - development of the legal and strategic framework
-
3 Important events, meetings, training activities, etc.
3rd Regular Meeting of the TFBHC of the RCC
The 3rd Meeting of the TFBHC took place on 25 June 2010 in Belgrade and was hosted by the Serbian Ministry of Science and Technological Development. The meeting was held back-to-back with the 8th meeting of the Steering Platform on Research for Western Balkan Countries. TFBHC Members elected the TFBHC leadership for the second mandate (2010 – 2012), which will be ensured by Romania as Chair and by Austria and Croatia as Co-Chairs. TFBHC Members approved the Joint Report of Chair and Co-Chairs of the TFBHC for the first mandate (2008 – 2010), available on the website http://www.taskforcehumancapital.info/.
The meeting concluded that regional cooperation in building human capital needs to be further strengthened, in particular by taking into account the EU 2020 strategy, which shall help to transfer expertise and examples of good practice in the SEE region and therefore contribute to smart, sustainable and inclusive growth in the region. In this context the RCC Strategic Work Programme for the period 2011 – 2013 will represent an important framework for future cooperation in the area of building human capital. Further it was agreed that the TFBHC leadership and all Members shall promote synergies between education, science, innovation and research and shall put a focus on innovation and a coherent project- and result-oriented work. Regional cooperation shall be built around clusters of knowledge, whereas concrete thematic areas have to be addressed by the SEE region.
Networking and kick-off meetings in the style of brokerage events aimed at developing concrete project proposals and identifying funding possibilities shall be held. The TFBHC will strive to facilitate and support such events. For the implementation of such kick-off events also a close cooperation with the Education Reform Initiative of South Eastern Europe (ERI SEE) shall be envisaged in view of possible funding of first cluster activities.
Regional Cooperation around Clusters of Knowledge
Following the 3rd Meeting of the TFBHC and the conclusion of intensifying regional cooperation around clusters of knowledge, which shall sustain cooperation on shared common topics of interest, contribute to the creation of knowledge and support policy development in view of national needs, the TFBHC received two proposals for cluster cooperation:

· A regional cluster on Modernising the Vocational Education and Training (VET)  System – Improving Performance, Quality and Attractiveness of VET shall sustain cooperation on the development of qualifications, on matching the VET supply with labour market needs, on evidence-based policy in VET, as well as on aspects of quality assurance in VET. The Romanian Ministry of Education, Research, Youth and Sports expressed interest in leading this particular cluster of knowledge.
· Another regional cluster on the Development of National Qualification Frameworks shall heighten understanding, enhance expertise and identify partnerships in specific segments, such as recognition of prior learning or the comparability of qualifications. This cluster will be established under the lead of the Croatian Ministry of Science Education and Sports.
In view of discussing these cluster proposals, establishing first cluster consortia and identifying funding possibilities for potential emerging regional projects, the TFBHC will organize a Senior Official and Expert Workshop on Clusters of Knowledge, which shall take place on 14-15 December 2010 in Sarajevo. This workshop shall bring together representatives of Ministries for Education, Science and Research from the South East European Co-operation Process (SEECP) region, as well as representatives of the RCC Secretariat and of European Institutions.
Continuation of the TFBHC Website (www.taskforcehumancapital.info)
In view of enhancing coordination and fostering the exchange of information the Task Force continued to maintain its website (www.taskforcehumancapital.info) and its eCalendar of events.
4 Development of international cooperation and actions on integration into ERA
Mobility Programme for Capacity Building in Regional Cooperation 2010
In line with the short-term priorities for action, the TFBHC started setting up a mobility programme for capacity building with the overall objective to strengthen regional partnerships and to secure the continuity of regional networks in SEE. 
The programme is designed for civil servants involved in regional activities and programmes in education, science and research and for those acting as contact points for the existing networks. Based on short-term placements at key institutions and networks in the Building Human Capital area, the programme shall provide partner ministries of the Istanbul MoU region with impulses for a sustainable development of capacities and know-how. After a pilot-phase in autumn 2008, the programme was expanded in 2009 and realized through grants provided by the Austrian Co-Chairmanship in cooperation with several partner institutions and covered placements in Vienna, Sarajevo and Zagreb.
In line with the Zagreb Action Plan 2009 - 2010, partner Ministries were invited to provide ‘hosting weeks’ for sustaining and further developing the programme into a real regional partnership programme. Participation in the programme, both as hosting partner, as well as partaking institution attracted wide interest. As a consequence the programme was extended and the 2010 phase of the programme has successfully been implemented from September – November 2010, covering short term placements in Belgrade, Podgorica, Sarajevo, Sofia, Vienna and Zagreb at key institutions and networks in the area of cooperation for building human capital. This year eight civil servants from SEE ministries responsible for education, science and research (from Bosnia and Herzegovina, the Republic of Moldova, Montenegro and Serbia)  had the possibility to gain an insight into the work of ministries, institutions and networks involved in regional cooperation.

5 Statistics - major changes / updates of relevant statistical data

-
6 Assessment of the developments and outlook on the next 6 months

With regard to regional cooperation around clusters of knowledge, the TFBHC will strive to support networking and kick-off meetings, aimed at further elaborating cluster thematic areas, as well as developing concrete project proposals and identifying funding possibilities for regional projects.
With regard to the Education Reform Initiative of South Eastern Europe (ERI SEE), the TFBHC, in close cooperation with the Republic of Serbia as future host country of the initiative, will support the further transformation process of the ERI SEE, in particular as regards the setting up of the envisaged international secretariat in Belgrade.
� The progress reports are collected in preparation of the meetings of the Steering Platform on Research for the Western Balkan Countries and will be provided for download from the WBC-INCO.Net homepage (� HYPERLINK "http://www.wbc-inco.net" ��www.wbc-inco.net�) about one week before the meeting takes place. Therefore please submit your report to � HYPERLINK "mailto:heribert.buchbauer@bmwf.gv.at" ��heribert.buchbauer@bmwf.gv.at� June 14, 2010.
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