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Germany
PROGRESS REPORT

on recent developments regarding S&T cooperation in/with the WBC
(July – December 2008)
1 Policy actions
(e.g. essential changes in the political authorities, administrative bodies, agencies, institutions, personnel, development/launch of new national funding programmes, etc.)
…

2 Legislative initiatives - development of the legal and strategic framework
…

3 Important events, meetings, training activities, etc.
3.1 SEE-ERA.NET’s International Conference on Evaluation and Benchmarking, October 8-9, 2008 in Ohrid, FYR of Macedonia

A systematic approach to the different types of R&D evaluation is of interest for all Western Balkan Countries (WBC). For this reason, the Federal Ministry of Education and Research of Germany and the Ministry of Education and Science of the FYR of Macedonia jointly organised an International Conference on Evaluation and Benchmarking of research institutions in Ohrid, FYR of Macedonia on October 8-9, 2008. This conference contributed to the discussion of approaches and criteria for evaluation and benchmarking of R&D Institutions by offering expertise and European standards for a dialogue between the policy makers and the science community in WBC.

The overall aims were to raise awareness on the subject of R&D evaluation and benchmarking, to introduce European “good practice” and to reach consensus on possible approaches to evaluation and benchmarking in the R&D system to be applied in the WBC. The background was to foster the integration of the WBC into the European Research Area and to contribute to the enlargement process.

The target audience of the conference was policy makers responsible for the funding of R&D organisations in WBC as well as high level representatives from academies of sciences, universities and research institutions in the WBC. In addition, this conference addressed scientists and experts from governmental and research institutions from other SEE-ERA.NET partner countries. About 40 participants attended the conference. Currently conclusions of the conference are prepared. 

As a so-called Accompanying Measure to the Pilot Joint Call for research and networking projects of SEE-ERA.NET, this conference is financed by all 14 countries participating in SEE-ERA.NET.

4 Development of international cooperation and actions on integration into ERA
(e.g. new bilateral/international agreements, memberships, support structures, important international projects, programmes, etc.)
4.1 Regional Call
The German Federal Ministry of Education and Research (BMBF) has published a call in spring 2004 entitled “International Cooperation in Education and Research - Central, Eastern and South Eastern European Region ("Regional Call for Proposals")”.
In this BMBF programme, funds are being made available for preparatory projects in the field of applied research and development and in education in order

· To place project applications in current BMBF funding programmes,

· to prepare projects on thematic priorities of the Seventh Research Framework Programme and other EU programmes which are relevant to research
· to establish joint research bases that build on existing collaborations.

The relevant version of the call with the deadline of March 31, 2009 is published under 
http://www.internationales-buero.de/en/1036.php
4.2 Research in Germany: Land of Ideas
From June 11 until August 22, 2008, a call was published entitled “Announcement of the German Federal Ministry of Education and Research: funding of a competition "Implementation of marketing measures in the target region Central, East and Southeast Europe" for German R&D networks and research cluster”. This programme is aiming at supporting the German R&D networks and research clusters in their internationalisation.
In this programme, funds are provided for various marketing measures, f.e. to conduct joined workshops and partnering events and to participate in fairs in the target region (Estonia, Latvia, Lithuania, Poland, the Slovak Republic, Slovenia, the Czech Republic und Hungary, the new EU member States Bulgaria und Romania and the Southeast European countries with the status of (potential) Candidate Countries). 
4.3 SEE-ERA.NET

Represented by the Federal Ministry of Education and Research (BMBF) and its International Bureau (PT-DLR) Germany is also a partner in the Southeast European Era-Net SEE-ERA.NET. This networking project aims at integrating EU member states and Southeast European countries in the European Research Area by linking research activities within existing national, bilateral and regional RTD programmes. Germany’s main task is the development of strategic initiatives.

BMBF and PT-DLR will also participate in the FP7 project SEE-ERA.NET PLUS. Here Germany is responsible for the preparation of the Joint Call.

4.4 WBC-INCO.NET: Coordination of Research Policies with the Western Balkan Countries.

WBC-INCO.NET is a network project for the bi-regional dialogue between the EU, the countries associated to the 7th Framework Programme and the Western Balkan Countries. It supports the “Steering Platform on Research for the Western Balkan Countries“. The aim is to enhance the participation of researchers from the target region in European S&T projects by structural measures.
The consortium includes 26 partners from 16 countries. Among them are the S&T ministries from Albania, Austria, Bosnia-Herzegovina, Bulgaria, Croatia, Germany, Greece, FYR of Macedonia, Montenegro, Slovenia, Serbia and Turkey. Furthermore, numerous research institutions participate in WBC-INCO.NET.

The German partners (BMBF and IB) are leaders of Work Package 2 (Priority setting to structure participation in FP) consisting of the following tasks:

1. Development of methodologies and Guidelines for S&T priority setting; 

2. Dialogue with EC cooperation directorates

3. Screening and monitoring of ongoing CSAs and national initiatives

4. Organisation of consultation process

5. Survey to include opinions of civil society, industry etc.
5 Statistics - major changes / updates of relevant statistical data

Concerning bilateral/multilateral research projects between Germany and the WBC it could be stated that five (5) projects within the announcement “Regional Call” (see 4.1) and seven (7) research and network projects within the SEE-ERA.NET PJC (see 4.3) have been funded during the reporting period. 
6 Assessment of the developments and outlook on the next 6 months

(Optional personal opinion)
…

Appendix: additional data 
� The progress reports are collected in preparation of the meetings of the Steering Platform on Research for the Western Balkan Countries and will be provided for download from the WBC-INCO.Net homepage (� HYPERLINK "http://www.wbc-inco.net" ��www.wbc-inco.net�) about one week before the meeting takes place. Therefore please submit your report to � HYPERLINK "mailto:heribert.buchbauer@bmwf.gv.at" ��heribert.buchbauer@bmwf.gv.at� until December 9, 2008.
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