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REPUBLIC OF SERBIA
PROGRESS REPORT

on recent developments regarding S&T cooperation in/with the WBC

(July – December 2008)
1 Policy actions

(e.g. essential changes in the political authorities, administrative bodies, agencies, institutions, personnel, development/launch of new national funding programmes, etc.)
As from July 2008 the new Minister of Science and Technological Development is Mr. Božidar Đelić, Deputy Prime Minister of the Government of Republic of Serbia.
At the same time the new team at the top of Ministry of Science and Technological Development has been appointed (two state secretaries and five assistant ministers). 
The Ministry has the new structure – besides four previously existed Sectors (for (i) Basic Research, (ii) Technological Development, Transfer of Technologies and Innovation System, (iii) Human Resources Development and for (iv) International Cooperation) a new Sector dedicated to radiation and nuclear safety issues has been formed.   

According to the Low on Ministry, which came into the force on 5th of July 2008 after parliamentary elections in Serbia, MINISTARSTVO NAUKE REPUBLIKA SRBIJA continues its activities as MINISTARSTVO ZA NAUKU I TEHNOLOSKI RAZVOJ REPUBLIKA SRBIJA (Ministry of Science and Technological Development Republic of Serbia).
2 Legislative initiatives - development of the legal and strategic framework
Ministry of Science and Technological Development created the Working Groups responsible to define the Bill amending and modifying of the Law on S&R, the Low on Innovation, as well as the Low on Serbian Academy of Science and Arts (SANU). 

The procedure for the Law of Ionizing Radiation Protection and Nuclear Safety is completed. The Draft Law passed the Governmental approval and was submitted to the Parliament as a proposal for approval. Relevant Board of the Parliament approved it and the next step is to be on table for final Parliament approval on the very beginning of 2009.

3 Important events, meetings, training activities, etc.
Important events 

FP7 INFO DAY, organized by the Ministry of Science and Technological Development was held on July 8th, 2008 at the Belgrade University.

53rd INTERNATIONAL BELGRADE BOOK FAIR, held from 20-26 October, 2008, in which the Ministry of Science and Technological Development and Scientific and Research Organizations participated in a joint presentation of different kind of scientific publications.

THE BEST TECHNOLOGICAL INNOVATION COMPETITION - Ministry of Science and Technological Development is organizing “The best technological innovation competition”. The objective of this competition is to promote enterprising spirit among researchers, students and innovators, creative individuals, economic societies as well as the whole interested public. Ministry has provided 8.000.000 dinars for awards and prizes. Apart from possibility of financial support through awards, all participants in this competition will have opportunity to be helped by training and by consultations depending on category in which they will compete. Final competition will be broadcast by Serbian Radio-Television (RTS) on 23 December 2008 by which occasion the mentioned prizes will be awarded.

MIRACULOUS WORLD OF ACCESSIBLE SCIENCE - The science fair in Belgrade. The second science fair was held in Belgrade, organized with support of the Ministry of Science and Technological Development at the building of the “25 May” Museum. From 5th to 7th of December young researchers-demonstrators were discovered mysteries, explained natural phenomena and entertained visitors by numerous knacks and experiments. According to similar world events concerning popularization of science, the basic objective of Belgrade science fair is to link and establish communication between general public and scientific institutions which seldom have opportunity to present and to explain to the general public the importance of scientific achievements in domains of Physics, Chemistry, Biology, Astronomy, Mathematics, etc.
Meetings
Montenegro: The Ministry of Science and Technological Development actively participated to the South Eastern Europe SCIENCE, HIGHER EDUCATION AND INNOVATION POLICY FORUM that was held in Budva, Montenegro, on July 1-4, 2008.

Japan: State Secretary Ms. Snezana Pajovic took a part to the 5th annual meeting of the “Science and Technology in Society” Forum that was held from 5th to 7th of October 2008 in Kyoto, Japan. She participated in a ministerial round table presenting the Serbian research landscape and scientific priorities.

Austria: Delegation of the Ministry of Science and Technological Development participated to the 52 Session of the IAEA General Conference that was held in Vienna, Austria, from 28 of September to 4 of October 2008, then to various trainings, meetings and events in the field of nuclear and radiation issues
Belgium: Serbian Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of Science and Technological Development Bozidar Djelic had a meeting with European Commissar for Science and Research Janez Potočnik in Brussels on October 22, 2008. Furthermore, the delegation of the Republic of Serbia met Roland Schenkel (General Director of the Joint Research Center JRC) and Octavio Quintana (EURATOM Director). The main discussed topics were further development of Serbian participation in FP7, cooperation with JRC, and opening of EUROATOM for Serbian researchers. 
Bulgaria: Ministry participated to the CEI Conference “Strengthening cooperation towards a Knowledge – based Society in CEI Region” – 24.10.2008, Borowets, Bulgaria, and presented Serbian activities in ICT.
Training activities 

Ministry (NCPs and Consultative Bureau for International Projects) has organized:

- 8 thematic Info days for the following themes: Health, FAFB, SMEs (3), Security and SSH&SiS, RegPot1 – 2009 (with the participation of the representative of DG Research) 
- Info sessions on international cooperation on four faculties (Faculty of Civil Engineering, Belgrade, Faculty of Agriculture, Belgrade, Faculty of Agriculture, Novi Sad, Faculty of Science and Mechanical engineering, Niš), and five institutes (IBISS, M. Pupin, Institute of Meat Hygiene and Technology, Institute of Molecular Genetics and Genetic Engineering, Institute for Physics)

- Nine workshops ‘How to write an FP7 proposal’ (5 in Belgrade, 2 in Novi Sad, 1 in Kragujevac and 1 in Niš) mainly dedicated to RegPot1 call for 2009

- More than 30 meetings with the researchers or research groups interested in developing of international cooperation.
4 Development of international cooperation and actions on integration into ERA
(e.g. new bilateral/international agreements, memberships, support structures, important international projects, programmes, etc.)

New bilateral/international agreements

Croatia: The Second Session of the Serbian-Croatian Joint Commission for Scientific and Technological Cooperation was held on October 27-28, 2008 in Zagreb. After reviewing the received bids, and in accordance with the defined priorities, altogether 21 out of 46 received projects were selected for realization.
Portugal: Serbian Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of Science and Technological Development Bozidar Djelic met with a delegation of Portugal headed by João Sentieiro, President of the Portuguese Science and Technology Foundation of the Ministry of Science, Technology and Higher Education of Portugal on September 11, 2008. Three key domains of the cooperation between the two countries have been identified at this meeting: energy efficiency, nanotechnology and the food industry. According to conclusions of Meeting in Belgrade between Serbian minister Đelić and Portuguese President of FCT Prof Sentieiro, Cooperation Agreement on Science and Technology is in preparation.

Spain: Serbian Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of Science and Technological Development Bozidar Djelic met with a delegation of Spain headed by Dr. Cristina Garmendia Mandizabal, Minister of Science and Innovation of Kingdom of Spain, on September 24, 2008 in Madrid.  Several key domains of the cooperation between the two countries have been identified at this meeting: energy efficiency, ICT, food science and technology, biomedicine, new materials. According to conclusions of Meeting in Madrid, Cooperation Agreement on Science and Technology is in progress. The draft version is already prepared by Serbian side and submitted to the Spanish one on adoption.
Several initiatives for bilateral cooperation more are in progress: with China, Hungary, Italy, Russia, Republika Srpska (BiH), Latvia 
Memberships
The Republic of Serbia signed the Memorandum of Understanding with CIP (Competitiveness and Innovation Framework Programme) on November 27, 2008, and opened the possibility to participate in Entrepreneurship and Innovation Programme (EIP) in the period of 2008 to 2013, which is one of the three operational programmes of the Competitiveness and Innovation Framework Programme (CIP).
Serbia is further strengthening its cooperation with international research programmes:
· it officially requested to join EURATOM, 
· strengthened cooperation with CERN and 
· joined the Partnership for Advanced Computing in Europe (PRACE) – by strong support of Spain, Serbia is the second country in Eastern Europe, after Poland, that become full member of the Partnership for Advanced Computing in Europe (PRACE). MoU was signed  in Barcelona on 16 of December 2008. 
International projects

1. SER –MORE project - Development of Serbian Mobility Network 

A core objective of the project is sustainable development of National researchers' mobility network covering all universities and research institution in Serbia, and, at the same time, to overcome obstacles for researchers who want to come to some of Serbian research institutions as well as for Serbian researchers who want to go to some of European institutions and for inter-department mobility. In the framework of the project will be created National Researchers' Mobility Portal of Republic of Serbia which will join European Researchers' Mobility Portal EURAXESS  http://ec.europa.eu/euraxess  Providing complete and accurate information and services for researchers from Europe and from abroad wishing to start or to continue their scientific career at European researcher’s institutions. EURAXESS represents pan-European initiative, being supported by 35 countries. More details about beginning of the SER/MORE project are available on National Researchers' Mobility Portal of Republic of Serbia  http://www.mobilnost.rs/sitegenius/topic.php?lang=SR&id=261 
2. PeopleNetwork project – Objectives: The project proposal PepoleNetwork aims at the development and implementation of a coordination mechanism for stimulating closer cooperation among National Contact Points for the People programme in the Seventh Framework Programme. PeopleNetwork will facilitate the improvement of the overall quality of NCP services across Europe in the area of mobility and increase the transparency of EU fellowships and training opportunities to ensure equal access for all.
3. ETNA - "Trans-national Co-operation Among Transport NCPs"

The project proposal European Transport NCP Alliance (ETNA) aims at the development and implementation of a coordination mechanism for stimulating closer cooperation among National Contact Points for the theme "Transport" in the Seventh Framework Programme. The overriding objective of ETNA is the improvement of the overall quality of NCP services across Europe in the field of transport. In order to achieve this, the project concentrates on the development of a series of activities, measures and tools for the entire network.
4. IDEAL-IST2011 (Started on 1.10.2008)
http://www.ideal-ist.net/ Ideal-ist is the first quality-labeled international ICT partner search network, basing on the well established NCPs in the EU27 and Associated States and part-funded by the European Commission. Today the Ideal-ist network consists of 63 ICT national partners from EU and Non-EU Countries, such as Associated States, Eastern European Partner Countries (EEPC) and Mediterranean Partner Countries (MPC) and emerging countries like China, Brazil, India, and South Africa in line with the international cooperation strategy of the European Commission
Serbia has shown the interest in international, market-driven, environmental R&D cooperation within Euroenviron umbrella.
5 Statistics - major changes / updates of relevant statistical data

Concerning the international cooperation statistical data are as follows:

- In Eureka program 86 organizations from Serbia are participating in 32 ongoing projects, with total budget of 12.5 ME. During 2008. from public source, 30 projects are co-financed, among them, 7 new projects.
- Researchers from Serbia participate in 61 COST Actions.
- 46 FP7 projects with participation of Serbian teams – 9 coordinations (2 in the Cooperation programme, 7 in Capacities progremme) - last update in August 2008.
6 Assessment of the developments and outlook on the next 6 months

· Big FP7 event supported by DG Research and with the participation of European Commissar for Science and Research Mr. Janez Potočnik
· Big JRC event supported by EC and with the participation of General Director of the Joint Research Center JRC Mr. Roland Schenkel
· At the beginning of 2009. Serbia will take all necessary steps toward joining the Eurostars program.
· Opening the cooperation with China

· Opening the cooperation with Hungary
· The further steps towards the National Strategy on Science and Technological Development will be don
· The new supporting measures for researchers who intend to publish papers in leading scientific magazines (e.g. Nature, Science etc) will be defined.
� The progress reports are collected in preparation of the meetings of the Steering Platform on Research for the Western Balkan Countries and will be provided for download from the WBC-INCO.Net homepage (� HYPERLINK "http://www.wbc-inco.net" ��www.wbc-inco.net�) about one week before the meeting takes place. Therefore please submit your report to � HYPERLINK "mailto:heribert.buchbauer@bmwf.gv.at" ��heribert.buchbauer@bmwf.gv.at� until December 9, 2008.
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