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European Commission 

(DG RTD and Joint Research Centre)
PROGRESS REPORT

on recent developments regarding S&T cooperation in/with the WBC
(December 2008 - May 2009)
1 Policy actions
Participation in Ministerial Conference co-organised by Regional Cooperation Council and Czech Presidency on Regional dimension of research.  Participation of Commissioner Potočnik and active involvement of Commission (DG RTD and DG Elarg). Policy objective: fostering research cooperation at regional level especially now that all WBCs are associated to FP7.

Decision at the first meeting of the Strategic Forum for International S&T Cooperation (SFIC) on 18 February 2009 that all countries associated to FP7 are in general welcome to participate in the Forum as observers. The invitation to associated countries to nominate a delegate has been sent out by the Czech Presidency on 19 March. The next meeting of the SFIC will take place on 25 May where the provisional work programme will be discussed. We expect WBCs, in their capacity of observers, to contribute actively to the work of the Forum.

Decision at the first meeting of the High Level Group for Joint Programming (GPC) on 9 February 2009 that all WBCs, as associated country to FP7, are welcome to participate in the work of this Group. Invitation to nominate the representative, as observer, was sent on 19 March 2009. Nominations awaited. Next meeting on 23 June 2009.

Preparation of verification of research policy in Montenegro following request to become candidate country.
2 Legislative initiatives - development of the legal and strategic framework
Implementation of Memorandum of Understanding associating Bosnia and Herzegovina to FP7 as from 1 January 2009 (procedure to nominate observer in Crest; procedure to nominate member in Steering Group on Human Resources and Mobility, nomination of delegate in ESFRI).
Adoption of decision recognizing entire territory of Bosnia and Herzegovina as 1 region equivalent to EC level 2 convergence region for purpose of participation in research projects.
Procedure to obtain negotiating mandate from Council to associate Croatia, Turkey and Serbia to FP7 Euratom research programme (tbc by Competitiveness Council on 29 May). 

3 Important events, meetings, training activities, etc.
First meeting of EC-Croatia Research Committee on 14 January in Brussels – assessing and monitoring implementation of Memorandum of Understanding on Association to FP7.
First meeting of EC-Serbia Research Committee on 11 March in Brussels: assessing and monitoring implementation of Memorandum of Understanding on Association to FP7.
Participation in Conference on Human Capital Building in Bucharest on 6 -7 March organized by Task Force Fostering and Building Human Capital established under Regional Cooperation Council (focus on interface between universities and research).
Participation in Conference on Euraxess: "Researchers in Motion" in Potsdam on 17-18 March with special session on Western Balkan Countries.

Attendance at the sectoral meeting of EU-Kosovo Stabilization and Association Tracking Mechanism on Innovation in Pristine on 22 April to monitor actions on research; informal contacts with Ministry of Education, Science and Technology; establishment of National focal point.

Organization, together with JRC, of "FP7 Info Day" in Sarajevo on 23 April 2009 presenting research opportunities for B&H under FP7/with JRC. Participation of Commissioner Potočnik.

Visit of high-level Serbian Delegation to the JRC Institute for Transuranium Elements (ITU), Karlsruhe in order to promote scientific collaboration. 

Statistics of the JRC Enlargement and Integration Action 2008 finalised. Altogether 160 experts from the WBC attended 45 JRC scientific and technical workshops and specialised trainings. This number has to increase in the coming years.

The new JRC Enlargement and Integration Action 2009 was prepared and published on the web (http://ec.europa.eu/dgs/jrc/index.cfm?id=5450&lang=en). It offers both training and mobility possibilities in order to increase the participation of the CC and PCC in the relevant JRC activities (so far are published 48 workshops and training courses on advanced methods and techniques and a list of 8 open positions for Seconded National Experts to work at the JRC institutes; this list might increase).

4 Development of international cooperation and actions on integration into ERA
Launching of procedure for support action to establish Euraxess (portal on mobility) with Albania, Bosnia & Herzegovina and Montenegro.
5 Statistics - major changes / updates of relevant statistical data

Prepared full statistics on participation of all Western Countries under FP7 (2007-2008).
6 Assessment of the developments and outlook on the next 6 months

Further implementation of the strategy for Western Balkan Countries aiming at strengthening research capacity with focus on participation under FP7; regional dimension and synergies with IPA.
Visit of high-level Serbian Delegation to the JRC Institute for Reference Materials and Measurements (IRMM), Geel in order to promote scientific collaboration (expected to take place in early June).
Organisation of joint DG RTD/JRC Research Event in Belgrade on 29 June with participation of Commissioner Potocnik and Director General of JRC, Mr. R. Schenkel.
� The progress reports are collected in preparation of the meetings of the Steering Platform on Research for the Western Balkan Countries and will be provided for download from the WBC-INCO.Net homepage (� HYPERLINK "http://www.wbc-inco.net" ��www.wbc-inco.net�) about one week before the meeting takes place. Therefore please submit your report to � HYPERLINK "mailto:heribert.buchbauer@bmwf.gv.at" ��heribert.buchbauer@bmwf.gv.at� until May 8, 2009.
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