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AUSTRIA - BMWF
PROGRESS REPORT
on recent developments regarding S&T cooperation in/with the WBC
(June - October 2009)
1 Policy actions
-
2 Legislative initiatives - development of the legal and strategic framework
- 
3 Important events, meetings, training activities, etc.
WBC related events:

In the course of fostering and further developing research cooperation with the Western Balkan Countries Austrian representatives organised, co-organised or actively participated in a number of relevant events, workshops and high level round tables in Austria as well as in the Balkan region such as:
· International Conference: Contribution of Research and Technology Development (RTD) to developing sustainable knowledge-based economies in Central and South East Europe, Dubrovnik, May 22-23, 2009:
Aim of the Conference was to contribute to a better understanding of the role of Research and Technology Organisations in the development of sustainable knowledge-based economies in Central and South East Europe in line with EU Lisbon Strategy with a special focus on the challenge of strengthening the links between science and industry. The results shall feed into improved S&T strategies and governance structures on regional, national and organizational level and to enhanced regional cooperation among Central and South East European countries as well as with EU Member States and relevant international organisations such as RCC, EIT, COST etc..
The event was organised by the Austrian Science and Research Liaison Offices Ljubljana & Sofia, Ruđer Bošković Institute, Zagreb, JOANNEUM RESEARCH, Graz, Jožef Stefan Institute, Ljubljana and University of Dubrovnik.
Further information: www.investsciencesee.info/dubrovnikprogramme.html 
· CEEPUS III Meeting 2009: 

In June 2009 the CEEPUS countries met in Vienna to discuss the basis of the CEEPUS III agreement’s text. The last deadline for comments and statements is October 15th. After that it runs through the official processes in each country in order to ratify the agreement. It should be signed at the next CEEPUS ministers’ conference in Montenegro in March 2010.
CEEPUS III is designed as a framework program. The main focus lies on the cooperation between the contracting parties in the field of higher education and related research, in particular inter-university cooperation and mobility. The CEEPUS III program shall support the mobility of faculty (teaching-, research- and/or artistic staff of higher education programs) to promote transnational inter-university cooperation and to enhance the Central European dimension of university curricula by awarding scholarship months in CEEPUS III networks and as freemovers.

· Workshop: Scientific Diaspora and ICT Using Modern Information and Communication Technologies to Harness the Potential of Southeast Europe's Scientific Diaspora:

The workshop was held on June 10, 2009, at the RCC office in Sarajevo and aimed at getting an overview of the status quo with regard to networking of scientific diaspora from SEE countries as well as regarding their use of ICTs for cooperation with their countries of origin. It was organised by the Austrian Science and Research Liaison office (ASO) Ljubljana (& Sofia) together with the Center for eGovernance Development for SEE CeGD, Ljubljana, the Regional Cooperation Council RCC, Sarajevo and the UNESCO Venice Office.

Another important aim of the workshop was to raise awareness among RTD & HE policy makers, development cooperation experts and others dealing with scientific diaspora issues from SEE region about the great potentials of innovative use of ICT in activities aiming at utilisation of human capital of scientific diaspora for the socio-economic development and for the strengthening of human capacities of scientific landscape of SEE countries.
This workshop was funded by Austrian Federal Ministry of Science and Research.
More information: http://www.aso.zsi.at/aktuelles/3226.html 

· 2nd West Balkan Science Day in Vienna, June 22, 2009: 

The Science Day, which was organised by the Austrian Science and Research Liaison Offices Sofia and Ljubljana and supported by the BMWF, was a successful matching event for researchers from Austria and the WBC. It focussed on establishing and promoting networking activities (partnering) as well as strengthening existing cooperation between excellent Austrian and Western Balkan researchers for further joint activities in the fields of Social Sciences and Resource Management in Agro/Food and Water Management.
About 100 researchers and research managers participated in this successful event. The agenda of the conference and presentations can be downloaded at: http://www.aso.zsi.at/aktuelles/3247.html 

Task Force Fostering and Building Human Capital of the Regional Cooperation Council:
Austria plays an active role as a co-chair in RCC’s Task Force FBHC. The Task Force is a platform for dialogue, lobbying and awareness raising at the interface of education, science and research and aims at supporting the development of human capital for the research sector. Detailed information about recent activities of the Task Force is provided in its separate WBC progress report.
4 Development of international cooperation and actions on integration into ERA
Bilateral agreements on scientific cooperation:

Croatia:

The 4th meeting to implement the bilateral "Agreement between the Government of the Republic of Austria and the Government of the Republic of Croatia on Scientific and Technological Co-operation" was held in Zagreb on Oct. 20, 2009.
Macedonia:

The bilateral agreement on scientific and technological cooperation between the Government of the Republic of Austria and the Government of the Republic of Macedonia (FYROM) entered into force in November 2008. A working programme will be negotiated soon.

Montenegro:
The Austrian Federal Minister for Science and Research visited his ministerial colleagues in Montenegro and Serbia in June 2009. At this occasion the bilateral "Agreement between the Government of the Republic of Austria and the Government of Montenegro on Scientific and Technological Co-operation" was signed. 

Serbia and Albania:

Bilateral agreements on scientific and technological cooperation are under way with Serbia and Albania.

Bilateral and multilateral cooperation:

The Austrian Federal Ministry of Science and Research is an active partner in European initiatives and cooperation projects within FP6 and FP7 dedicated to foster and further develop the research cooperation with the Balkan region (i.e. Steering Platform on Research for the Western Balkan Countries; Western Balkan Countries INCO.Net (WBC-INCO.Net), Southeast European ERA.Net (SEE-ERA.Net – ended in August 2009 - and SEE-ERA.Net Plus).
SEE-ERA.Net Plus – Call for European Research Projects open:

The BMWF together with 16 partners takes part in the FP7 project Southeast European ERA.net PLUS (SEE-ERA.Net PLUS) which started on April 1, 2009. It aims to further integrating key research institutions from Southeast Europe into the European Research Area by launching a joint call for European Research Projects which is open from Sept. 1 until Nov. 3, 2009 (LINK: http://plus.see-era.net/pjc/index.html). The project is coordinated by the Centre for Social Innovation – ZSI (Austria) and co-funded by the partner countries and the European Commission. A budget of about € 3,5 Mio will be available for project funding. The call priorities Agro/Food/Biotechnology and ICT are based on WBC’s scientific strengths and therefore ensure a strong participation of WBC researchers.
COIN - Cooperation & Innovation programme:
This technology transfer programme is dedicated to stimulate the research and development activities of enterprises (esp. SMEs) and their cooperation with the academic research sector. It funds R&D and innovation projects and networks on a national as well as on an international level to support the knowledge transfer from academia to industry/business and thus to increase the production of innovative goods, techniques and services.
In its programme line “cooperation and networks” a call for proposals for strategic international RTD cooperation with Southeast and Eastern Europe was launched in spring 2009. Five projects in the fields of energy and ICT with strong participation of WBC partners have been selected and will be funded by the Austrian Federal Ministry of Economy, Family and Youth and the Federal Ministry for Transport, Innovation and Technology with an amount of € 1.9 Mill out of which € 0.5 will be provided for foreign project partners. 
WINS-ICT:
The project WINS-ICT is funded by the EC under the ICT FP7 programme (Cooperation) and coordinated by the Centre for Social Innovation – ZSI (Austria). It provides input for the deliberations of the Steering Platform on Research for the Western Balkan Countries and supports the process of ICT capacity building in the Balkan region. 
Further information: http://www.wins-ict.eu 
2ndASO Call: Research Cooperation and Networking between research institutions in Austria, public higher education institutions in Kosovo/UNMIK and South Eastern Europe:

The Austrian Science and Research Liaison Offices Ljubljana/Slovenia and Sofia/Bulgaria (ASOs) launched in Jan. 2009 the second call for multilateral scientific networking and project cooperation between research institutions in Austria, public higher education institutions in Kosovo/UNMIK and in South Eastern Europe with special attention to young and early stage researchers in Kosovo/UNMIK (Deadline: April 10, 2009). 
13 successful project applications are funded by the Austrian Federal Ministry of Science and Research (BMWF) and the Austrian Development Agency (ADA) in the framework of the KAIP project ("Multidimensional Project for the Implementation of an Institutionalised Partnership between Austria and Kosovo in the Field of Higher Education, Research and Innovation"). The total funding available is 180.000 Euro; max. 12.000 Euro per project. 
More information on the funded projects: http://www.aso.zsi.at/ausschreibung/list 
KAIP project:

The “Multidimensional Project for the Implementation of an Institutionalised Partnership between Austria and Kosovo in the Field of Higher Education, Research and Innovation” (acronym: KAIP) aims to reform and stabilise the public higher education system in Kosovo/UNMIK along the principles of the Bologna Process, thus, contributing to the overall objective of establishing a good governance system in Kosovo/UNMIK along European values and standards. It is funded by the Austrian Development Agency, the Austrian Federal Ministry of Science and Research and the Ministry of Education, Science and Technology from Kosovo/UNMIK. Its duration is around 3.5 years (2007 until mid 2010). 

Further information: http://www.aei-austria-kosovo.com  
Further support for the NCP in Bosnia/Herzegovina:

The Austrian Development Agency (ADA) continues to support the National Contact Point (NCP) for EU-Framework Programmes in Bosnia/Herzegovina in the period 2009-2012. 

ÖFG - MOEL Plus scholarship programme:

The Austrian Research Community (ÖFG) provides scholarships for research or teaching stays of Austrian researchers in Middle, East and Southeast European countries (MOEL) of 3 to 6 months. There are no restrictions in scientific fields or the age of the researchers. The programme is funded by the BMWF. 
Further information (German only): http://www.oefg.at/frm_moel.htm  
Support for institution building and implementation of the Bologna process in WBC:

Austria continuously supports institution building and the implementation of the Bologna process in the higher education sector in the WBC.
5 Statistics - major changes / updates of relevant statistical data

-
6 Assessment of the developments and outlook on the next 6 months

Outlook:
· Constituent meeting of the Joint Commission implementing the bilateral scientific and technological cooperation agreement between Austria and Macedonia (FYR) in Skopje on Nov. 9, 2009; elaboration of a Joint Work Programme for 2010 – 2011.
· The bilateral agreement on scientific and technological cooperation between Austria and Serbia will be signed in spring 2010 provisionally.
· In January 2010 the Austrian Science and Research Liaison Office Ljubljana will launch its next Call for scientific networking and project cooperation between research institutions in Austria and in South Eastern Europe. Funding is provided by the Austrian Federal Ministry of Science and Research in the framework of its South Eastern European science cooperation initiative. More information (also on the last calls): http://www.aso.zsi.at
· Continued Austrian support for the higher education sector in the WBC especially for institution building and the Bologna process.
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