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EIT Food – Transforming the Food System
Challenges & Strategic Objectives

Transparency in the 
supply chain
SO 1: Address low 
consumer trust in 
their food

Skill gaps
SO 5: Educate to 
engage, innovate and 
advance and attract 
new talent to the food 
sector

Distorted nutritional 
habits
SO 2: Create 
consumer-valued 
food for healthier 
nutrition

Sustainability
SO 4: Enhance 
sustainability through 
resource stewardship

Fragmented supply 
chain
SO 3: Build a 
consumer-centric 
connected food 
system

Limited 
entrepreneurial 
culture
SO 6: Catalyze food 
sector 
entrepreneurship and 
innovation

We are on a MISSION

EIT Food is an ecosystem 
for solving complex 

societal challenges by 
deploying innovative 

solutions



http://eitfood.eu/partners/partner/aarhus-university
http://eitfood.eu/partners/partner/abp
http://eitfood.eu/partners/partner/acesur
http://eitfood.eu/partners/partner/agrimetrics
http://eitfood.eu/partners/partner/aia
http://eitfood.eu/partners/partner/angulas-aguinaga
http://eitfood.eu/partners/partner/azti
http://eitfood.eu/partners/partner/buehler
http://eitfood.eu/partners/partner/colruyt-group
http://eitfood.eu/partners/partner/csic
http://eitfood.eu/partners/partner/danone-research
http://eitfood.eu/partners/partner/dil
http://eitfood.eu/partners/partner/doehler
http://eitfood.eu/partners/partner/dsm
http://eitfood.eu/partners/partner/epfl-ecole-polytechnique-federale-de-lausanne
http://eitfood.eu/partners/partner/eth-zuerich
http://eitfood.eu/partners/partner/eufic
http://eitfood.eu/partners/partner/eurofins
http://eitfood.eu/partners/partner/fraunhofer
http://eitfood.eu/partners/partner/givaudan
http://eitfood.eu/partners/partner/groupe-seb
http://eitfood.eu/partners/partner/grupo-an-s.coop
http://eitfood.eu/partners/partner/herbstreith-fox-kg
http://eitfood.eu/partners/partner/iarfr-pas
http://eitfood.eu/partners/partner/john-deere
http://eitfood.eu/partners/partner/koppert
http://eitfood.eu/partners/partner/ku-leuven
http://eitfood.eu/partners/partner/lund-university
http://eitfood.eu/partners/partner/maspex
http://eitfood.eu/partners/partner/matis
http://eitfood.eu/partners/partner/nestec
http://eitfood.eu/partners/partner/peakbridge
http://eitfood.eu/partners/partner/pepsico
http://eitfood.eu/partners/partner/plantlab
http://eitfood.eu/partners/partner/puratos-nv
http://eitfood.eu/partners/partner/quadram
http://eitfood.eu/partners/partner/queens-university-of-belfast
http://eitfood.eu/partners/partner/risingfoodstars
http://eitfood.eu/partners/partner/roquette
http://eitfood.eu/partners/partner/siemens
http://eitfood.eu/partners/partner/sodexo
http://eitfood.eu/partners/partner/strauss-group
http://eitfood.eu/partners/partner/Syntegon
http://eitfood.eu/partners/partner/technical-university-of-munich
http://eitfood.eu/partners/partner/technion-israel-institute-of-technology
http://eitfood.eu/partners/partner/universidad-autonoma-de-madrid
http://eitfood.eu/partners/partner/universitaet-hohenheim
http://eitfood.eu/partners/partner/university-of-cambridge
http://eitfood.eu/partners/partner/university-of-helsinki
http://eitfood.eu/partners/partner/university-of-reading
http://eitfood.eu/partners/partner/university-of-torino
http://eitfood.eu/partners/partner/university-of-warsaw
http://eitfood.eu/partners/partner/valio
http://eitfood.eu/partners/partner/vtt
http://eitfood.eu/partners/partner/waitrose
http://eitfood.eu/partners/partner/bioazul
http://eitfood.eu/partners/partner/e-seniors
http://eitfood.eu/partners/partner/eurofir-aisbl
http://eitfood.eu/partners/partner/flanders-food
http://eitfood.eu/partners/partner/food-bank-in-olsztyn
http://eitfood.eu/partners/partner/innovatiesteunpunt
http://eitfood.eu/partners/partner/neiker
http://eitfood.eu/partners/partner/nx-food
http://eitfood.eu/partners/partner/shiftn
http://eitfood.eu/startups/startup/30mhz
http://eitfood.eu/startups/startup/3f-bio-ltd
http://eitfood.eu/startups/startup/agricolus
http://eitfood.eu/startups/startup/agroplatforma
http://eitfood.eu/startups/startup/ai-talentum
http://eitfood.eu/startups/startup/alberts
http://eitfood.eu/startups/startup/aleph-farms
http://eitfood.eu/startups/startup/algaennovation
http://eitfood.eu/startups/startup/alkinnov
http://eitfood.eu/startups/startup/amai-proteins
http://eitfood.eu/startups/startup/ambrosus
http://eitfood.eu/startups/startup/analytics-engines
http://eitfood.eu/startups/startup/beyou-health-coach
http://eitfood.eu/startups/startup/biotrem
http://eitfood.eu/startups/startup/boreal-light
http://eitfood.eu/startups/startup/connecting-food
http://eitfood.eu/startups/startup/cropx
http://eitfood.eu/startups/startup/douxmatok
http://eitfood.eu/startups/startup/eagle-genomics
http://eitfood.eu/startups/startup/elea
http://eitfood.eu/startups/startup/energy-pulse-systems
http://eitfood.eu/startups/startup/entomics-biosystems-ltd
http://eitfood.eu/startups/startup/essento
http://eitfood.eu/startups/startup/flatev
http://eitfood.eu/startups/startup/food-maestro
http://eitfood.eu/startups/startup/foodpairing
http://eitfood.eu/startups/startup/fruitsapp
http://eitfood.eu/startups/startup/glucanova-ab
http://eitfood.eu/startups/startup/grainsense
http://eitfood.eu/startups/startup/innovopro
http://eitfood.eu/startups/startup/lactips
http://eitfood.eu/startups/startup/microbion
http://eitfood.eu/startups/startup/mimica
http://eitfood.eu/startups/startup/napiferyn-biotech
http://eitfood.eu/startups/startup/natufia-labs
http://eitfood.eu/startups/startup/natural-machines
http://eitfood.eu/startups/startup/novolyze
http://eitfood.eu/startups/startup/nutrileads
http://eitfood.eu/startups/startup/prolupin
http://eitfood.eu/startups/startup/rethink-resource
http://eitfood.eu/startups/startup/satagro
http://eitfood.eu/startups/startup/Stem
http://eitfood.eu/startups/startup/swissdecode
http://eitfood.eu/startups/startup/tastewise
http://eitfood.eu/startups/startup/tellspec
http://eitfood.eu/startups/startup/thorice
http://eitfood.eu/startups/startup/tipa
http://eitfood.eu/startups/startup/trellis
http://eitfood.eu/startups/startup/urban-crop-solutions
http://eitfood.eu/startups/startup/wasteless
http://eitfood.eu/startups/startup/whole-surplus
http://eitfood.eu/startups/startup/ypsicon
http://eitfood.eu/startups/startup/zero-foodwaste


EIT Food – Transforming the Food System
Production, Processing, Distribution, Consumption, Side straems



EIT Food – Tangible impact 
Our ambition over 7 years

Economic

Societal

Environmental

 400 new products/services launched
 340 startups graduating from the accelerator programme
 Over 60 startups created and 400 supported
 Mechanisms to nurture SMEs to transform the food system: 

60% participation rate in activities
 Job creation of 2,000 new jobs

 Over 200 new sustainable products or ingredients
 Enabling partners to reduce GHG, water and electricity
 Reducing loss of biodiversity
 Circular economy: converting waste streams into high value added

streams / new business models

 Increased transparency and food safety to increased consumer trust
 KIC innovations significantly contribute to reduction in prevalence & 

diet related risk
 10,000 under- and postgraduate students involved in innovative 

educational interventions about Food System Challenges
 70% top talent attracted to the food sector after completion EIT Food 

education programmes
 275,000 individuals educated through online courses



Achievements

€300k
innovation grants

citizens
engaged

+100k

+8m

166
startups supported

292 entrepreneurs
559 matchmakingsVS

2nd

2019

learners
+37k

228
EIT Food 

Masters in 
Food Systems

4,500 farmers
meeting 

technology

consumers
in innovation 
co-creation

7k

innovations
35

€1m
cross-KIC
Food4Health

TrustTrackerTM



Regional Innovation Scheme Programme

15 HUBS / 2 leading CLCs:

CLC North-East (Poland)

CLC South (Spain)

EIT Food RIS HUBS 
STRONG FOOTING IN LOCAL INNOVATION ECOSYSTEMS 

From 2020 EIT Food RIS Hub 

in Serbia offers a new entry

to our community

http://industrydisruptors.org/
https://istanbul.impacthub.net/
https://www.uniba.it/english-version/university-of-bari-aldo-moro
https://www.bgi.pt/


Examples of Activities available for beneficieries from Western Balkans

EIT Food RIS Expert Community: (28 RIS countries)
• Expand professional network and connecting to high profile peers from around the world

• Increase their industry knowledge

• Exchange opinions and ideas with other experts in the agri-food sector

• Strengthen their personal brand within the peer group

• Receive up to date information on opportunities from EIT Food e.g. invitations to participate /

speak at events, real life networking opportunities, R&D grant opportunities etc.

• AMBASADORS - influencers

Food R&D Experts

https://www.eitfood.eu/news/post/eit-food-government-executive-academy-2020
https://www.eitfood.eu/news/post/eit-food-government-executive-academy-2020


RIS FELLOWSHIPS & TALENTS (28 RIS countries)

• 3-6 months paid internships with EIT Food partners 

• for students and graduates with different educational backgrounds as well as Ph.D. 

students and post-docsdiscover

• job opportunities in the food industry

STUDENTS

SUMMER SCHOOL ON NEW PRODUCT DEVELOPMENT (28 RIS countries)

Examples of Activities available for beneficieries from Western Balkans

POSTDOCS

PROFFESIONALSSTUDENTS

• One-week summer study program

• Learn methodologies and techniques to develop new products

• Apply sensory analysis in the process of food design!

• Network and share your experiences with directors, managers, scientists and other experts 

working in the agri-food industry

GOVERNMENT EXECUTIVE ACADEMY (28 RIS countries)
• Build an international network of policy‐makers working on the agri-food related Smart

Specialisation Strategies (RIS3)

• Working with European experts in agri-food industry and innovation management

• In 2020 will also include discussions related to the resilience of European food systems, policies

resulting from the COVID-19 pandemics Public Representatives

https://www.eitfood.eu/education/projects/eit-food-ris-fellowships-2020
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3T4cEN0a_5Y&t=3s
https://www.eitfood.eu/news/post/eit-food-summer-school-on-new-product-development-open-in-28-ris-countries
https://www.eitfood.eu/news/post/eit-food-government-executive-academy-2020
https://www.eitfood.eu/news/post/eit-food-government-executive-academy-2020


Examples of Activities available for beneficieries from Western Balkans

NEW BUSINESS CREATION SUPPORT (in 28 RIS countries)
• Free Startup Manual

• EIT JumpStarter – workshops, mentoring and pitching competition for early stage startups

• EIT Seedbed

• EIT FAN

• EIT Food RisingFoodStars Entrepreneurial Teams

FoodSparks

Business 

Services

https://www.eitfood.eu/news/post/eit-food-government-executive-academy-2020
https://eit.europa.eu/our-activities/opportunities/jumpstarter-2020
https://www.eitfan.eu/
https://www.eitfood.eu/Entrepreneurship/projects/Seedbed
https://www.eitfood.eu/entrepreneurship/projects/risingfoodstars


Pilot Activities planned for 2021 in Western Balkans

CONSUMER ENGAGEMENT LABS: (2 WB countries)
• Co-creation sessions carried out by citizens / consumers

• Focused on ideation/ development of new solution concepts that cover their needs and demands

• Local NON EIT Food Partners (involved):

• Scientific organisations

• Business representatives

• Start-ups Food R&D Experts

CITIZEN ENGAGEMENT (2 WB countries)

PROFFESIONALSSTUDENTS

• Competitions for designing citizen engaging activities run with local partners
• Rising awareness about circular economy cross sectoral topics

• Support for implementation of local activities

NGOs

CROSS-KIC ACTIVITIES (all WB countries)

• New 3 year long programme on cross-sectoral engagement of EIT KICs in WB  

• Focus on Circular Economy
• Joint activities in Education, Innovation, Business Creation Support and Public Engagement 

Citizens

https://www.eitfood.eu/news/post/eit-food-government-executive-academy-2020
https://www.eitfood.eu/news/post/eit-food-government-executive-academy-2020
https://www.eitfood.eu/news/post/eit-food-summer-school-on-new-product-development-open-in-28-ris-countries
https://www.eitfood.eu/news/post/eit-food-summer-school-on-new-product-development-open-in-28-ris-countries


eit.europa.eu

eitfood.eu

    

 

THANK YOU!
Barbaros.Corekoglu@eitfood.eu / ris@eitfood.eu


